The people in the streets of Prague were clamouring for arms.
Not knowing the full extent of the great betrayal they demanded the
right to fight. At the same time there were cries for General Syrovy,
the one-eyed leader of the Legionaries whose military reputation
stood high. But the fate of Czechoslovakia was being sealed, not on
the frontier where the Czechoslovak Government had largely succeeded
in restoring order, but in Germany.

Again Chamberlain flew to Germany, this time to Godesberg, near
Cologne, where Hitler told him: *' European peace is what I am
aiming at." At this meeting Hitler was urged to postpone actual
hostilities, on the promise that his demands would be satisfied in full.

England had a rude awakening from centuries of insular seclusion.
On Saturday, September 24, Chamberlain returned. The next
day air raid precautions were begun, naval reservists called up, and
slit trenches dug in St. James's Park.

In Prague, general mobilisation was ordered at last. It was greeted
with a sigh of relief by the thousands who flocked to the colours,
resolved to defend their country. 'This mobilisation, incidentally,
was advised by the French and British representatives. Obviously,
if the fiction of arbitration between two armed camps was to be main-
tained by Chamberlain and Bonnet it would never do to have Czecho-
slovakia in too peaceable a condition.

In a last pathetic belief in the values of a civilised order, the Prague
Government appealed under the terms of the German-Czechoslovak
Treaty of Locarno, confirmed by Goering himself only a few months
before, according to which all differences between the two States
were to be settled, in the first place, by diplomatic negotiation. But
nobody took any notice of this appeal, least of all Hitler who, in a
screaming diatribe on September 26, asserted his peaceful intentions
and, concentrating the utmost personal abuse on Dr. Benes, demanded
the surrender of the Sudetenland by October 1.

Mr. Chamberlain's activities were warmly praised by Hitler, who
said: ** I assured him, and I repeat it here, that after the Czechoslovak
problem has been settled, I have no more territorial claims in Europe, *'
Mr. Chamberlain stated in reply that fitters was no necessity to go tp
war ** over a question on which agreement has already been largely
attained."

On September 29, 1938, there finally took place what is surely
the greatest betrayal m history: the Munich Conference. Two
dictators wre assisted by the Prime Ministers of the two leading
democracies of Europe in disxr^mbering a civilised and democratic
State, a fellow-member of the League of Nations. It was a " conference "
from which the victim was expressly excluded.
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